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nenlior dare they commit any hostile act, for which
the punishment was death. When Louis XIV. entered
Holland he issued this proclamation: "Those who do
not wish to submit, and who may attempt resistance to
His Majesty's forces by cutting their dikes, will be
punished with the utmost severity/'' At Crequy, Lou-
vois wrote: "His Majesty, having considered that the
places belonging to M. de Lorraine are inadequately
provisioned, that they cannot hope for any succor and
that, therefore, it is a temerity in those who are defend-
ing them which merits exemplary punishment, His
Majesty has resolved that all the knights, soldiers,
militia and people of Lorraine who shall have con-
tributed to the defence of the place, shall be sent to the
galleys, unless they redeem themselves at 100 ecus
each/' In 1744 the Austrian generals who invaded
Alsace declared that if the inhabitants resisted they
would be hung, "after being forced to cut off their
own noses and ears/'

It was admitted that when a place was taken by
assault it belonged to the soldiers, and they were free
to pillage and massacre at will. It was admitted that
the enemy had the right to live at the expense of the
country invaded. The government did not furnish
food nor forage for its troops; they went foraging
themselves, and made requisitions for their supplies.
Often they levied contributions on the bourgeois; this
was a resource upon which they counted, and they
called it the "necessaries of war." If the inhabitants
did not deliever what was exacted from them their
homes were burned over their heads. Marshal de
Luxembourg wrote in 1672: "Never have attacks of